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01 Introduction
Nature1 is not a luxury – it’s the foundation of life. Its 
decline isn’t just an environmental problem; it’s a human 
one. The food we eat, the air we breathe, the climate we 
rely on, and the economies we build all depend on thriving 
ecosystems and their services. Currently, six of the nine 
planetary boundaries2 are breached. Each is closely tied 
to the health of nature and defining the “safe operating 
space” for humanity. Biosphere integrity, land system 
change, and freshwater use are three of these breached 

boundaries, underscoring the urgent need for efforts to 
restore balance in nature. Allianz is actively addressing 
nature loss as a key component of its sustainability 
strategy. This involves conducting thorough due diligence 
and engaging with investee companies on nature-
related issues. Additionally, Allianz supports conservation 
measures to further bolster its commitment to nature 
conservation and restoration.
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02 Nature is disappearing

Nature is vanishing before our eyes. In just the 
past 50 years, monitored vertebrate populations 
around the world have declined by an average 
of 73%. Freshwater species have fared even worse, 
plummeting by 85%.3 On land and in the ocean, 
the story is much the same – ecosystems under 

pressure and biodiversity in freefall. This is more 
than an environmental crisis. It’s an economic 
and social emergency. The systems that sustain 
life on Earth – including ours – are unravelling. 
And the consequences of inaction will touch every 
part of human life.
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05 More action needed to halt 
biodiversity loss

So, what needs to change? First, we need stronger, faster 
policy action. The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework, agreed in late 2022, sets out 23 targets for 
2030. These include protecting 30% of land and sea, 
restoring 30% of degraded areas, and drastically cutting 
pollution. Similarly, the UN High Seas Treaty – adopted in 
2023 – aims to protect biodiversity in the two thirds of the 
ocean beyond national jurisdiction. Today, only 1% of those 
waters are protected. As of now, 50 countries have ratified 
the treaty, with only 10 additional ratifications required for 
it to enter into force.19 These policies offer real hope, but 
only if implemented boldly and enforced effectively.

Second, the private sector must step up. Voluntary 
action from companies to assess, address, and disclose 
their nature-related impacts, risks, and dependencies – 
especially those in sectors like agriculture, food, finance, 
and mining – can accelerate progress. Most projects and 
sectors that contribute significantly to the destruction 
of biodiversity require external funding. This makes the 
financial sector a key player in the potential protection 
of the biosphere. Actions in the food and agriculture sector 

include deforestation-free and conversion-free supply 
chains requiring strong tracking of all suppliers, and 
usage of digital tools such as satellite imaging to establish 
transparency and credibility. But isolated efforts won’t 
be enough. The transition must be systemic. That means 
investing in business models, production, and consumption 
practices, and in supply chains that support, rather than 
deplete, biodiversity. It means rethinking risk to include 
nature loss alongside climate and financial instability.

Finally, we need to close the funding gap. Protecting 
nature will require about $1.15Tn in investment each year 
by 2030. Today, the international community spends just 
$208Bn – a shortfall of $942Bn annually. This may sound 
steep, but it’s less than 1% of global GDP. Compared to 
the cost of inaction – from ecosystem collapse to food 
and water crises – it’s a bargain. More funding is essential 
for conservation, restoration, and the communities that 
steward nature. Without it, even the best policies and 
corporate strategies will fall short.20
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06 Allianz actions
At Allianz, we apply a holistic sustainability approach 
in our Property-Casualty underwriting and proprietary 
investments portfolios. This approach aims to manage 
potential adverse impacts of our business footprint and 
capture business opportunities. This includes integrating 
due diligence criteria on biodiversity, addressing aspects 
such as deforestation, pollution, and water, marine, and 
other resources in our decision-making.

Assessing the biodiversity impacts, risks, and dependencies 
of our proprietary investment and underwriting portfolio 
is an emerging topic for us and the financial industry. 
Considering constraints related to the measurement of – 
and accessibility to – comparable disclosed data at scale, 
standardized methodologies, and metrics, we are also 
exploring how we can conduct such assessments. Our 
recently released Allianz Biodiversity Case-study offers 
valuable insights into how we are piloting these initiatives 
within our proprietary investment portfolio.

As an institutional investor, one of the most effective 
actions we can take to address our impacts, risks, and 
dependencies associated with nature and biodiversity 
loss is through engagements with our investee companies. 
Besides bilateral dialog with investee companies, Allianz 
Investment Management has joined several important 
multilateral engagement initiatives: Nature Action 100, 
PRI Spring, Investor Initiative on Hazardous Chemicals 
(IIHC), and Mining 2030. Through these investor-led 
initiatives we aim to address biodiversity loss, forest and 
land degradation, hazardous chemicals, and responsible 
business practices.

In addition, Allianz is actively supporting ocean 
conservation measures to reduce plastic pollution, 
halt overfishing, and decrease illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated fishing. One example of these partnerships is 
Sea Shepherd, an international non-profit anti-poaching 
organization dedicated to marine conservation. Allianz 
partnered with Sea Shepherd in 2020 and, since then, 
has been providing funding for the newly acquired ship 
“Sea Eagle” and its crew. They tackle plastic pollution by 
removing abandoned fishing gear in the Mediterranean 
Sea. Since the launch of the partnership, 396 km of nylon 
fishing lines, 10 km of ghost nets, 15 tons of driftnets, and 
77 tons of illegal fishing gear have been collected. Other 
partnerships to tackle plastic waste are Plastic Fischer and 
Enaleia. While these initiatives are valuable in reducing 
plastic waste, it is even more important to explore 
alternatives to plastic and ensure it does not find its way 
into our oceans in the first place.

In conclusion, Allianz is contributing to stopping nature 
loss. Biodiversity loss is a global emergency, but it’s also 
a solvable one. We have the knowledge and the tools to 
turn things around. What we now need is the will – at every 
level of society – to act, before we pass the point of no 
return.

https://www.allianz.com/content/dam/onemarketing/azcom/Allianz_com/sustainability/Allianz_Biodiversity_LEAP_Case-study.pdf
https://www.natureaction100.org/
https://chemsec.org/knowledge/iihc/
https://chemsec.org/knowledge/iihc/
https://mining2030.org/
https://seashepherd.org/
https://plasticfischer.com/
https://plasticfischer.com/
https://enaleia.com/
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1. When we refer to “nature” in this document we are talking about biodiversity and ecosystem services

2. Planetary boundaries - Stockholm Resilience Centre

3. WWF

4. World in data

5. World in data

6. WRI

7. Nature

8. FAO

9. WWF

10. UNEP/IPBES

11. IUCN

12. IPCC

13. Copernicus, Government of Canada

14. Allianz Research

15. Nature

16. Allianz Research

17. Allianz Research

18. Biodiversity Finance Factbook

19. UNEP, UN

20. BloombergNEF
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Cautionary note regarding forward-looking statements

This document includes forward-looking statements, such as prospects or expectations, that are 
based on management’s current views and assumptions and subject to known and unknown risks 
and uncertainties. Actual results, performance figures, or events may differ significantly from those 
expressed or implied in such forward-looking statements. 
Deviations may arise due to changes in factors including, but not limited to, the following: (i) the 
general economic and competitive situation in the Allianz’s core business and core markets, (ii) 
the performance of financial markets (in particular market volatility, liquidity, and credit events), 
(iii) adverse publicity, regulatory actions or litigation with respect to the Allianz Group, other well-
known companies and the financial services industry generally, (iv) the frequency and severity of
insured loss events, including those resulting from natural catastrophes, and the development of
loss expenses, (v) mortality and morbidity levels and trends, (vi) persistency levels, (vii) the extent
of credit defaults, (viii) interest rate levels, (ix) currency exchange rates, most notably the EUR/
USD exchange rate, (x) changes in laws and regulations, including tax regulations, (xi) the impact
of acquisitions including and related integration issues and reorganization measures, and (xii) the
general competitive conditions that, in each individual case, apply at a local, regional, national,
and/or global level. Many of these changes can be exacerbated by terrorist activities.

No duty to update

Allianz assumes no obligation to update any information or forward-looking statement contained 
herein, save for any information we are required to disclose by law.
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