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UN calls for action on Sustainable 
Development – Allianz co-chairs initiative 
to bring investor know-how to the table 
 
 UN-convened initiative of 30 business leaders aims to scale-up 

finance and investment in sustainable development 

 Allianz builds on experience on investments in infrastructure of 

developing countries  

 
Munich, New York, October 16, 2019 

Today, Secretary General of the United Nations António Guterres announced  the Global 
Investors for Sustainable Development Alliance (GISD) initiative at the UN Headquarters. 
The initiative aims to leverage finance- and investment  know-how that will foster the 2030 
Development Agenda of the United Nations. The initiative is co-chaired by Oliver Bäte, CEO 
of Allianz SE, and Leila Fourie, CEO of the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, and includes the 
CEOs of Bank of America, PIMCO, Santander, UBS and other prominent international 
corporations.  

The UN 2030 Agenda is a commitment of the 193 UN member states to align economic 
growth with social and ecological needs in order to ensure good living standards for  future 
generations. According to the UN, achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
requires substantial financing in sectors such as health, education, transportation, and 
climate change. Close collaboration of the private and public sectors, in both developing and 
developed countries, will be key to achieving the SDGs. 

“As responsible companies, we can create long-term value by embedding sustainability into 
our core business. Investing in the stable development of societies across the globe is not 
only the right thing to do, it also provides economic opportunities,” said Oliver Bäte. “We are 
convinced that investments in emerging markets can foster sustainable growth without losing 
sight of our customers’ interests.” 

GISD members commit to actions such as establishing partnerships to strengthen relations 
between investors, governments and multilateral institutions that foster scalable investment 
opportunities in developing countries. They will also roll-out and promote the use of 
innovative financing facilities and tools that enhance the risk-return profile of investments in 
sustainable development, including in sectors and countries where investment is most 
needed.  
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For several years Allianz has been investing in emerging markets and infrastructure, building  
reliable partnerships with development banks and multilateral institutions: 

In October 2016, the Allianz Group and the International Finance Corporation (IFC), a 

member of the World Bank Group, signed a partnership under the Managed Co-Lending 

Portfolio Program. Under the agreement, Allianz intends to make an investment of USD 500 

million which will be co-invested alongside IFC debt financing for infrastructure projects in 

emerging markets worldwide. 

In April 2018, Allianz financed African infrastructure projects by investing in the Emerging 
Africa Infrastructure Fund (EAIF). Allianz committed EUR 75 million and USD 25 million to 
the EAIF, in order to benefit from the growth potential of African economies. This creates 
value for Allianz’ insurance customers and fits into the international investment strategy of 
the Allianz Group. 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Anja Rechenberg  Tel. +49 89 3800 4511, e-mail: anja.rechenberg@allianz.com 
Christiane Hach  Tel. +49 89 3800 7679, e-mail: christiane.hach@allianz.com 
 
 

About Allianz 

The Allianz Group is one of the world's leading insurers and asset managers with more than 92 million retail and 

corporate customers. Allianz customers benefit from a broad range of personal and corporate insurance services, 

ranging from property, life and health insurance to assistance services to credit insurance and global business 

insurance. Allianz is one of the world’s largest investors, managing around 729 billion euros on behalf of its 

insurance customers. Furthermore, our asset managers PIMCO and Allianz Global Investors manage more than 

1.5 trillion euros of third-party assets. Thanks to our systematic integration of ecological and social criteria in our 

business processes and investment decisions, we hold the leading position for insurers in the Dow Jones 

Sustainability Index. In 2018, over 142,000 employees in more than 70 countries achieved total revenues of 

132 billion euros and an operating profit of 11.5 billion euros for the group. 

These assessments are, as always, subject to the disclaimer provided below. 

 

Cautionary note regarding forward-looking statements 

This document includes forward-looking statements, such as prospects or expectations, that are based on 

management's current views and assumptions and subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual 

results, performance figures, or events may differ significantly from those expressed or implied in such forward-

looking statements. Deviations may arise due to changes in factors including, but not limited to, the following: (i) 

the general economic and competitive situation in the Allianz Group's core business and core markets, (ii) the 

performance of financial markets (in particular market volatility, liquidity, and credit events), (iii) the frequency and 

severity of insured loss events, including those resulting from natural catastrophes, and the development of loss 

expenses, (iv) mortality and morbidity levels and trends, (v) persistency levels, (vi) particularly in the banking 

business, the extent of credit defaults, (vii) interest rate levels, (viii) currency exchange rates, most notably the 

EUR/USD exchange rate, (ix) changes in laws and regulations, including tax regulations, (x) the impact of 

acquisitions including and related integration issues and reorganization measures, and (xi) the general 

competitive conditions that, in each individual case, apply at a local, regional, national, and/or global level. Many 

of these changes can be exacerbated by terrorist activities. 

 

No duty to update 

The Allianz Group assumes no obligation to update any information or forward-looking statement contained 

herein, save for any information we are required to disclose by law. 
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Privacy Note 

Allianz SE is committed to protecting your personal data. Find out more in our Privacy Statement. 

 

https://www.allianz.com/en/privacy-statement.html

