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Number of dementia cases set to triple 
 

• More than 115 million dementia patients worldwide expected by 2050 

• Global care costs already 450 billion euros per year 

• Five dementia patients per 100 workers in the EU 

• Europe and Asia most affected 

• Insurance solutions are gradually appearing in the German market 
 

If no cure is found, the number of dementia cases worldwide will triple from 36 million today 
to more than 115 million by 2050 as a result of rising life expectancy. To place that in 
perspective, 115 million people is about equivalent to the combined populations of Spain and 
France today. These are just some of the facts presented in the most recent issue of Allianz 
Demographic Pulse, which is dedicated to the topic of dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. 
“Dementia already places a huge burden on the economy. Costs for formal and informal care 
by relatives could reach more than 450 billion euros,” says Professor Michael Heise, Chief 
Economist and Head of Corporate Development at Allianz. “We urgently need to step up 
research, develop alternative forms of nursing and living arrangements and provide early 
diagnostic testing for patients to allow them sufficient time to get informed about nursing 
care, housing and insurance options,” says Heise. 

 

Five dementia patients per 100 workers in the EU in 2050 

The ratio of dementia patients to people of working age will also change dramatically. While 
the number of dementia patients is expected to nearly double in the European Union as a 
result of societal aging, the number of people of working age will dwindle. Whereas today 
there are two dementia patients per one hundred people of working age, i.e. between 15 and 
64 years, by mid-century the ratio will be five to one hundred.  

 

Dementia as a global challenge – Asia and Europe hardest hit 

It was long suspected that dementia is a disease of industrialized countries and the Western 
world. However, recent studies have concluded that its prevalence in developing and 
emerging countries has been underestimated. In Asia alone nearly 61 million people will be 
affected by dementia by 2050; and in China more people will suffer from dementia than in all 
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other industrialized countries put together. In Europe the number of cases will nearly double 
from around 10 million today to just under 19 million. Some 15 million of those affected will 
be residing in the European Union. Germany is also strongly affected as a result of its aging 
population. The number of cases is expected to rise from around 1.3 million today to 2.6 
million. 

 

Disease still incurable 

Since it was first described in 1906, considerable progress has been made in elucidating the 
nature of Alzheimer’s dementia, but long-term relief, let alone a cure, has remained elusive. If 
the condition is diagnosed early, the onset or progression of the disease can be delayed by 
several months with the help of suitable anti-dementia drugs. Mental and certain physical 
exercises can also have a preventive effect or attenuate the course of the disease. A major 
problem for most patients and especially their close family is finding suitable information. 
Patients and relatives often do not know how to influence the course of the disease, cope 
with everyday activities independently or find suitable and affordable care. 

 

Financial security of dementia patients is possible 

Insurance companies are increasingly rising to the challenges posed by the growing 
prevalence of dementia. Allianz Germany’s Tarif PZTBest product has been rated highly by 
the consumer organization Stiftung Warentest. In cases of dementia it pays a daily allowance 
for nursing care even if no official care level is recognized. Allianz Leben’s new Klassik/Invest 
long-term care annuity also pays compensation if the policyholder’s ability to cope with daily 
activities is impaired. However, creative products abroad show that insurance solutions 
dealing with dementia are by no means restricted to Germany only. Allianz Global Assistance 
in France has developed a product called Capital Memoire. Besides specific support 
services, preventive programs developed by specialists at Bordeaux University are also 
offered. Less well known are so-called dread disease insurance policies, such as those 
available from Allianz in Taiwan. These policies pay out a single agreed amount in the event 
of a serious disease such as cancer or, indeed, dementia. “Dementia is a difficult subject that 
challenges everyone: the state, the private sector and individuals. The aim must be to 
redress deficiencies in medical care and nursing for dementia patients and additionally to 
develop suitable insurance products. Each individual must give serious thought to the matter 
as early as possible,” Heise concludes.  
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About Allianz Group 
Together with its customers and sales partners, Allianz is one of the strongest financial communities. More 
than 76 million private and corporate customers rely on Allianz's knowledge, global reach, capital strength and 
solidity to help them make the most of financial opportunities and to avoid and safeguard themselves against 
risks.  
 
In 2010 151,000 employees in 70 countries achieved total revenue of 106.5 billion Euros and an operating 
profit of 8.2 billion Euros. Benefits for our customers reached 91.4 billion Euros. 
  
This business success with insurance, asset management and assistance services is based increasingly on 
customer demand for crisis-proof financial solutions for an ageing society and the challenges of climate 
change. Transparency and integrity are key components of sustainable corporate governance at Allianz SE. 
 
 
Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
The statements contained herein may include statements of future expectations and other forward-looking 
statements that are based on management’s current views and assumptions and involve known and unknown 
risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results, performance or events to differ materially from those 
expressed or implied in such statements. In addition to statements which are forward-looking by reason of 
context, the words "may", "will", "should", "expects", "plans", "intends", "anticipates", "believes", "estimates", 
"predicts", "potential", or "continue" and similar expressions identify forward-looking statements. Actual results, 
performance or events may differ materially from those in such statements due to, without limitation, (i) 
general economic conditions, including in particular economic conditions in the Allianz Group’s core business 
and core markets, (ii) performance of financial markets, including emerging markets, and including market 
volatility, liquidity and credit events (iii) the frequency and severity of insured loss events, including from 
natural catastrophes and including the development of loss expenses, (iv) mortality and morbidity levels and 
trends, (v) persistency levels, (vi) the extent of credit defaults, (vii) interest rate levels, (viii) currency exchange 
rates including the Euro/U.S. Dollar exchange rate, (ix) changing levels of competition, (x) changes in laws 
and regulations, including monetary convergence and the European Monetary Union, (xi) changes in the 
policies of central banks and/or foreign governments, (xii) the impact of acquisitions, including related 
integration issues, (xiii) reorganization measures, and (xiv) general competitive factors, in each case on a 
local, regional, national and/or global basis. Many of these factors may be more likely to occur, or more 
pronounced, as a result of terrorist activities and their consequences. The company assumes no obligation to 
update any forward-looking statement. 
 
 
No duty to update 
The company assumes no obligation to update any information contained herein.  


